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Postmemory research project (2019-2023)

ÁExamines intergenerational memories and effects of 

family separation and forced displacements

ÁFocuses on 2G and 3G persons whose familiesô pasts 

include forced migration, persecution, and 

deportations
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Theoretical framework

ÁMemory studies
Á Postmemory (Hirsch 2008; 2013) - ñ..relationship of the second 

generation to powerful, often traumatic, experiences [..] transmitted

to them so deeply as to seem to constitute memories in their own

right.ò

Á Family reminiscence and intergenerational transmissions of forced 

migration (Dalgaard et al., 2019; Giladi & Bell, 2013; Svob et al., 

2016)

Á Family reminiscence and psychological well-being (Waters & 

Fivush, 2015; Fivush, 2010; 2013)

ÁIntergenerational resilience (Atallah, 2017; Denov

et al., 2019; Shmotkin et al., 2011) 
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Ingrian Finns

Ingrians

Å Finnish-speaking Ingrians as a majority in many 

parts of Ingria (1617 ->, Finnish language, 

Lutheran church, Finnish schools)

Å In 1917, ca. 140,000 ñFinnsò in Ingria

Two periods of displacements

Å Russian Revolution (1917ï1923): 8,300 Ingrian 

refugees moved to Finland (majority returned to 

the Soviet Union)

Å WWII (1943ï1944): 63,000 Ingrians were 

evacuated to Finland and placed in reception 

camps (ca. 56,000 were returned/ did return) Photo: Antti Hämäläinen, The Finnish Heritage Agency, 1943

Source: National museum
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Context of silence

ÅMass deportations & ethnic cleansing in the Stalinôs 

Soviet Union

ÅLong and often traumatic refugee journey

ÅDiscrimination and fear of deportations in Finland 

among those who stayed

ÅMinority not represented in the Finnish public 

discourses (school textbooks, national history-

telling,..)

Photo: Antti Hämäläinen, The Finnish Heritage Agency, 1943


